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…To change the world, 
we must get close to those on the margins.
We must hear what they have to say. 
We must see the world with their weary eyes…

	Monthly Theme Resources 
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Calendar Connections: February 2024
	[bookmark: _wg4d24r7qvm][bookmark: _vkkztuukssfx]Date
	Event

	Month
	Black History Month (more here)

	Jan.15 - Feb.14
	Thirty Days of Love - Side with Love Campaign

	Feb. 1
	Imbolc (Pagan/Wiccan)

	Feb. 2
	Groundhog Day

	Feb. 4
	Birthday of Rosa Parks (1930)

	Feb. 7
	National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

	Feb. 10
	Lunar New Year, more here,  here, here and a UU service

	Feb. 11
	Don't Cry Over Spilled Milk Day

	
	Super Bowl Sunday

	Feb. 12
	Freedom to Marry Day

	
	NAACP is founded (1909)

	
	Birthday of Fannie Barrier Williams (1855)

	
	Passage of The Fugitive Slave Act (1793)

	
	International Darwin Day (Birthday of Charles Darwin)

	Feb. 13
	Mardi Gras

	Feb. 14
	St. Valentine’s Day

	
	Birthday of Frederick Douglass, more here

	
	Ash Wednesday (Christian), more here

	Feb. 14 - Mar. 28
	Lent (Christian)

	Feb. 15
	Nirvana Day (Buddhist), Buddha's entry into Nirvana

	
	Birthday of Susan B. Anthony, more here; on her complex legacy with racism: here and here

	Feb. 17
	Random Acts of Kindness Day, more here

	Feb. 18
	The Edict of Torda is issued (1568)

	
	Birthday of Toni Morrison, more here and here and here

	
	Birthday of Audre Lorde, more here and here

	Feb. 19
	President’s Day

	[bookmark: _q2956gdhfqfo]Feb. 21
	Malcolm X assassinated (1965), see related Netflix series here

	
	Birthday of John Lewis (1940)

	Feb. 26
	Trayvon Martin is killed by George Zimmerman (2012)




Recommended Resources for Personal Exploration & Reflection


The Gifts of Justice & Equity		8
[bookmark: _eq30uuu706mi][bookmark: _2jxsxqh]Wise Words
[bookmark: _v2b3btmwjawy][bookmark: _2xf0qu8ozgjw][bookmark: _8fv6639y1auy][bookmark: _cenw68jliq78][bookmark: _p8n1zzuwqzzf][bookmark: _knae0msud274][bookmark: _6tzdkb67yi4a][bookmark: _qbbmzobc2tq1][bookmark: _1jpfonxrmqm3]I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am changing the things I cannot accept.
Angela Davis

I sit on a man’s back, choking him and making him carry me, and yet assure myself and others that I am very sorry for him and wish to ease his lot by all possible means—except by getting off his back.
Leo Tolstoy

If one really wishes to know how justice is administered in a country, one does not question the policemen, the lawyers, the judges, or the protected members of the middle class. One goes to the unprotected – those, precisely, who need the law’s protection most! – and listens to their testimony.
James Baldwin

Your uprising against the forces of darkness has got to do more than say "no." A fierce, primal yes should be at the heart of your crusade.   
rob brezny

When we identify where our privilege intersects with somebody else's oppression, we'll find our opportunities to make real change.
Ijeoma Oluo

If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.
[bookmark: _fyghqmr8nxlt]Desmond Tutu

In a racist society it is not enough to be non-racist, we must be anti-racist.
[bookmark: _kzgvn4gna5ip]Angela Davis

The government isn't bad because it's big: it's bad because it's bought.
Briahna Joy Gray

If you are not at the table then you’re probably on the menu.
Modern adage

I learned that racism, like most systems of oppression, isn’t about bad people doing terrible things to people who are different from them but instead is a way of maintaining power for certain groups at the expense of others.
Alicia Garza

You’ve heard the old saying, “You give a person a fish and you feed him for a day; but if you teach him to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.” [Well…] we’ve also got to ask, “Who owns the pond? And who polluted the pond? And who built the gates up? And why does a fishing license cost so stinkin’ much?”
Dr. John Perkins

Poverty is the worst form of violence.
[bookmark: _hfbyedj8rs6h]Mahatma Gandhi

Why is it that if you take advantage of a corporate tax break you're a smart businessman, but if you take advantage of something so you don't go hungry, you're a moocher?
Jon Stewart

When I give food to the poor, they call me a saint. When I ask why the poor have no food, they call me a communist.
[bookmark: _oe8g3avlladw]Hélder Câmara

Once poverty is gone, we'll need to build museums to display its horrors to future generations. They'll wonder why poverty continued so long in human society--how a few people could live in luxury while billions dwelt in misery, deprivation and despair.
[bookmark: _gbrj74qffujj]Muhammad Yunus

This is who we are: the richest country on earth, with more poverty than any other advanced democracy… The American government gives the most help to those who need it least. This is the true nature of our welfare state, and it has far-reaching implications, not only for our bank accounts and poverty levels, but also for our psychology and civic spirit.
Matthew Desmond

A higher minimum wage is an antidepressant. It is a sleep aid. A stress reliever. Vocal segments of the American public, those with brain space to spare, seem to believe the poor should change their behavior to escape poverty. Get a better job. Stop having children. Make smarter financial decisions. In truth, it’s the other way around: Economic security leads to better choices. (https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/22313272/stockton-basic-income-guaranteed-free-money) 
Matthew Desmond

It is certain, in any case, that ignorance, allied with power, is the most ferocious enemy justice can have.
James Baldwin


Poetry

i don't want America no more.
i want to be a citizen of something new…
i want a country that keeps its word…
i want a country that don't treat it's people like a virus.
i want a country not trying to cure itself of me…
I want a nation under a kinder god.
I want justice the verb not justice the dream.
i want what was promised to me
i want 40 acres and a vote that matters.
i want no prisons and a mule…
i want peace. i want equity. i want guns
melted into a masque, a church
a place for us to pray
and i wanna stop praying for my country
to be mine
Danez Smith

Here we go again.
Another injustice.
Even more inequity exposed.
So much pain.
So many issues.
So little equality.
And so, so many people with certainty.
I wish I had it. Don’t you?

The crystal-clear clarity 
of who’s right and who’s wrong.
Every aspect of their argument 
neatly lined up.
Nothing at all left to doubt.
But when I wake,
so much ambivalence shares my bed.
So weary am I of having to announce my position right away.
So worried about my limited view.
So concerned that my people
will no longer consider me one of their own
if I express my doubts.

But answer I must.
Isn’t that true?

What does justice look like in this case?
What is the next right step?
What is the correct point of view?
Just put my mind to it. 
Reason will guide me 
and show me the way.

But what if we’ve got the starting point all wrong?
What if my mind - and yours - is not enough?
What if the place to begin is not 
“How do I answer these questions?”
But “Who do I need 
to help me think them through?”

This is the plea of that lawyer 
serving those on death row.
“Get proximate!” he pleads.
To change the world, 
we must get close to those on the margins.
We must hear what they have to say. 
We must see the world with their weary eyes.

Amen, cry those Latin American priests
who placed the word liberation
in front of their theology.  
Blessed are the poor, they teach, 
not just because they will inherit the earth,
but because they view our earthly woes
most clearly.

Their gift to me, to you, to us
is to remember that the answers to injustice
arise from relationship,
as much as, if not more than, 
from reason. 

Who, not how.
Who, not how.
What if that is the place to begin?
What if this is the way
we change the world?
[bookmark: _v6o5en50xay5]Music
Click for the Spotify playlist on justice/equity
Click for the YouTube playlist on justice/equity.

Contemporary Music Suggestions
· Justice - Ziggy Marley
· A Change is Gonna Come - Sam Cooke
· We Shall Overcome - Pete Seeger
· Imagine - Beatles
· Strange Fruit - Billie Holiday
· What’s Going On - Marvin Gaye
· If I Had a Hammer - Pete Seeger
· Redemption Song - Bob Marley & The Wailers


Videos & Podcasts
[bookmark: _2i9npy3w7igk][bookmark: _9q6vumk2dky3][bookmark: _ublkqzriq6ro][bookmark: _7ywc5kbjt7hh][bookmark: _wqdgddt3p8ul][bookmark: _b8n0tqbnns8i][bookmark: _jwjgpiib4o7][bookmark: _tes6yttrkb9i]
[bookmark: _hcciyhfnfg9][bookmark: _sgb14z86heaa][bookmark: _ug9l82cscjn]What is Transformative Justice?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-_BOFz5TXo 

[bookmark: _rr3m7xi5dv1z]Washington National Cathedral Unveils Its New Racial-Justice-Themed Stained Glass Windows
https://art21.org/watch/extended-play/kerry-james-marshall-now-and-forever/

[bookmark: _ydjd1b386rs6]The Psychology Of Inequality, Hidden Brain
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/912749547  

[bookmark: _rm4kig39hm6i]Liberal Hypocrisy is Fueling American Inequality
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNDgcjVGHIw 

[bookmark: _112rv8cvtllt]Why Wealth Inequality Should Worry You Much More Than Income Inequality
https://www.vox.com/2014/5/7/5690976/wealth-inequality-is-dangerous-for-america 

[bookmark: _s5zqs5qtwet0]Why This Economist Wants to Give Every Poor Child $50,000
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tSGiQXWx3s 

I Dreaded Black History Month, Until a Novelist Opened My Eyes
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/07/books/review/black-history-month-historical-fiction.html

[bookmark: _uilts9dc29rj]How 'McMindfulness' Manipulates Us into Coping Instead of Protesting
https://www.kqed.org/forum/2010101872000/how-mcmindfulness-manipulates-us-into-coping-instead-of-protesting 

[bookmark: _i7rolj1dkih5]AI's Social Justice Problem: It's Amplifying Human Bias
https://www.cnet.com/culture/ais-social-justice-problem-its-amplifying-human-bias/
[bookmark: _4jqo79csuuhk][bookmark: _3l18frh]

[bookmark: _xwrp35uw2aim]Articles

Ways to Distinguish between Equality, Equity and Justice
Here, here and here

[bookmark: _ck128d9eza3r]The Equity Wars: Equity is everywhere, why is it so controversial?
https://www.vox.com/policy/2023/5/4/23644810/equity-social-justice-equality-sanders-biden

[bookmark: _e3omb6k7n5uq]Your Brain on Poverty: Why Poor People Seem to Make Bad Decisions
And why their "bad" decisions might be more rational than you'd think.
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2013/11/your-brain-on-poverty-why-poor-people-seem-to-make-bad-decisions/281780/ 

[bookmark: _jhl9vcwhv0tf]To Achieve Racial Justice We Must Save The Planet
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/oureconomy/earth-day-olufemi-taiwo-reparations-global-racial-climate-justice/ 

[bookmark: _fpv84alizeq3]Mindfulness for Activists: How to avoid burnout while fighting for justice
https://tricycle.org/article/mindfulness-for-activists/  
[bookmark: _nhyh2bmzee7f]
The Mindfulness Conspiracy
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2019/jun/14/the-mindfulness-conspiracy-capitalist-spirituality
[bookmark: _xw16byayutja]“It is sold as a force that can help us cope with the ravages of capitalism, but with its inward focus, mindful meditation may be the enemy of activism..”
[bookmark: _xqnkb8l5wavm]A rebuttal: https://www.mindfulnessstudies.com/mindfulness-response-2019/ 

[bookmark: _z231pay096zz]Artificial Intelligence: Threat or Useful Tool for Social Justice?
[bookmark: _vyuxmplzy0m1][bookmark: _bls4upvufw7c][bookmark: _hn0u76d4zd9f][bookmark: _63ow44ubmqbg][bookmark: _kn5p9lezr9r]https://theglobepost.com/2019/08/22/ai-social-justice/ 


[bookmark: _idsaq0hifwqi]Books

Poverty, By America
By Matthew Desmond
A compact jeremiad on the persistence of extreme want in a nation of extraordinary wealth,… the central claim of that argument is that the endurance of poverty in the United States is the product not only of larger shifts such as deindustrialization and family dissolution, but of choices and actions by more fortunate Americans. Poverty persists partly because many of us have, with varying degrees of self-awareness, decided that we benefit from its perpetuation.

Review: https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/13/books/review/poverty-by-america-matthew-desmond.html 


Viral Justice: How We Grow the World We Want
By Ruha Benjamin
Ruha Benjamin is a sociologist and professor of African American Studies at Princeton University. She is also the Founding Director of the Ida B. Wells Just Data Lab. The primary focus of her work is the relationship between innovation and equity, particularly focusing on the intersection of race, justice and technology.

Review: https://nextbigideaclub.com/magazine/viral-justice-grow-world-want-bookbite/39304/ 

Social Justice for the Sensitive Soul: How to Change the World in Quiet Ways
By Dorcas Cheng-Tozun
Dorcas Cheng-Tozun’s hopeful, practical book will equip highly sensitive people to work toward justice and social reform while still taking care of themselves.

Review: https://www.bookpage.com/reviews/social-justice-for-the-sensitive-soul-dorcas-cheng-tozun-book-review/ 


The Fire Next Time
By James Baldwin
A national best seller and a voice for the emerging Civil Rights movement. The book is composed of two essays — written on the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation — calling on Americans to address the legacy of racism in their country. The first essay takes the form of a letter to Baldwin’s nephew explaining the role of race in American history; the second is an account of Baldwin’s time growing up in New York and his own struggles with religion and race.

Review: https://wamu.org/event/diane-rehm-book-club-the-fire-next-time/ 


Movies & TV
	Full Time. Single mother Julie works a grueling job as a head chambermaid in a five-star Parisian hotel. Her daily balance of commuting from her remote suburb into Paris, tenuous childcare and search for a new job to get her out of debt, becomes unmanageable during a paralyzing transport strike in Paris. 
	[image: ]

	The White Lotus. An all-star cast head to a resort and unleash their worst, most privileged impulses. The series is a sharp social satire following the exploits of various guests and employees of the fictional White Lotus resort chain, whose stay becomes affected by their various dysfunctions. A week in the life of vacationers is unravelled as they relax and rejuvenate in paradise. With each passing day, a darker complexity emerges in these picture-perfect travelers, the hotel's cheerful employees, and the idyllic locale itself.
	[image: ]

	Descendant. Documentary filmmaker Margaret Brown returns to her hometown of Mobile, AL, to document the search for and historic discovery of The Clotilda, the last known ship to arrive in the United States, illegally carrying enslaved Africans. After a century of secrecy and speculation, the 2019 discovery of the ship turns attention toward the descendant community of Africatown and presents a moving portrait of a community actively grappling with and fighting to preserve their heritage while examining what justice looks like today.
	[image: ]

	American Fiction. Confronts our culture's obsession with reducing people to outrageous stereotypes. Jeffrey Wright stars as Monk, a frustrated novelist who's fed up with the establishment profiting from "Black" entertainment that relies on tired and offensive tropes. To prove his point, Monk uses a pen name to write an outlandish "Black" book of his own, a book that propels him to the heart of hypocrisy and the madness he claims to disdain.
	[image: ]

	Coded Bias. An exploration into the fallout of MIT Media Lab researcher Joy Buolamwini's discovery of racial bias in facial recognition algorithms.
	[image: ]

	Gideon’s Army. Three young public defenders dedicate their lives to helping the people that society would like to forget.
	[image: ]

	Black Art: In the Absence of Light. Inspired by the late David Driskell's landmark 1976 exhibition, "Two Centuries of Black American Art," the documentary Black Art: In the Absence of Light offers an illuminating introduction to the work of some of the foremost Black visual artists working today.
	[image: ]

	Jim Crow of the North. (MN PBS – Minnesota Experience) Charts the progression of racist policies and practices from the advent of restrictive covenants after the turn of the last century to their final elimination in the late 1960s in Minnesota.
	[image: ]


Movie descriptions were extracted from Rottentomatoes.com unless otherwise noted. Images were downloaded from Google.

Reflection Questions

Let these questions be an aid for deep reflection–not to be answered as much as to spur a journey. 

Read through the questions 2-3 times until one question sticks out for you and captures your attention, or as some faith traditions say, until one of the questions “shimmers.” Then reflect on the question using the following: 
· What is going on in my life right now that makes this question so pronounced for me?
· How might my inner voice be trying to speak to me through it?
· How might life/my inner voice offer me a word of comfort or challenge through this question?

Writing out your thoughts often enables you to go deeper. It also sometimes helps to read the list of questions to a friend or loved one and ask them which question they think you need to wrestle with. 

A note about self-care: Often these questions take us to a vulnerable space. It is OKAY to ignore the questions that may be triggering – or lean in if that feels safe.

1. What was your first moment of fighting injustice?
2. What was your family of origin’s relationship to “justice work”? How does that shape you today? 
3. Were you a child that wanted everything to be fair? Either way, how has that childhood relationship to fairness played out in your adult life?
4. How do you differentiate between justice and equity? And why does that distinction matter? 
5. How have you changed your mind about what it takes to achieve justice? What tactics seemed central earlier in your life, but no longer appear so now?
6. What personal or societal injustice has most shaped your life? 
7. What have you learned about the relationship between anger and justice work?
8. Looking back, have you been as much of a “radical” as your younger self thought you would be? 
9. Has art ever led to or supported your justice & equity work?
10. Has meditation ever led to or supported your justice & equity work?
11. What has most helped you heal from an injustice?
12. When the enormity of injustice looms, what enables you to hold onto hope?
13. What have you learned about balancing the competing desires to save and savor the world?
14. Where do you feel injustice in your body? How did that become the location where you 
carry it?
15. How are injustice and grief related for you? 
16. How has your church changed the way you think about injustice and inequity?
[bookmark: _Toc107660424]What’s your question? Your question may not be listed above. As always, if the above questions don't include what life is asking from you, spend the month listening to your days to find it.


Meditations, Prayers, & Blessings 

Prayer for Moving Forward 
[bookmark: _1v1yuxt]Rev. Jennifer "Jo" VonRue
Full prayer at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/prayer/prayer-moving-forward 

Our hearts are stretched thin. We see and hear the devaluing of people of color, of those with disabilities, of women, of immigrants; this list, incomplete as it is, is exhausting…
However thin our resilience may be wearing; we do not give up or give in…
We will not rest until we are heard.
We will not rest until equity is made more real…

Prayer for While in The Struggle 
Rev. Margalie Belizaire

Spirit of light and love, Spirit of resistance
Spirit of generosity,
That which serves as our conscience in this work
That we do to dismantle white supremacy
To empower the marginalized
To insist that black lives matter, matter
We have been angered
We have been saddened
We have been pushed to the brink once more
We are also inspired and seem resolved to do better this time
To not simply get to the other side of this moment
But to get there morally healthier
To get to a safer space for black bodies
Spirit, help us to understand that we each have a role in justice work
For our liberations are tied to one another's
Give us the clarity of mind to know what
our individual part is in the struggle
That there are many ways to protest injustice
Help us to find our way and commit to it
Spirits, we ask for guidance
Send us strength and endurance
Help us to give our all to this
And hold nothing back
For precious lives depend on it
We will be imperfect
Rest assured that we will mess up over and over again
And we must do it anyway.
May we summon the courage to tear down this system of injustice
And get busy creating a “world community with... justice for all.” 
May it be so.
Amen

[bookmark: _l0dg6ct7dka1]Let us make this earth a heaven
[bookmark: _isaoji9yfsln]Rev. Tess Baumberger
[bookmark: _4ae8ilh92shj]
Let us make this earth a heaven, right here, right now.
Who knows what existences death will bring?
Let us create a heaven here on earth where love and truth and justice reign.

Let us welcome all at our Pearly Gates, our Freedom Table,
amid singing and great rejoicing,
black, white, yellow, red, and all our lovely colors,
straight, lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, questioning,
Cisgendered, transgendered, non-binary, gender non-conforming
Healthy, sick, hurting, variously-abled,
Young, old, gentle, cranky, joyous, sorrowing.

Let no one feel excluded, let no one feel alone.
May all have enough to meet their needs.
May all share power generously.
May all venerate the Earth, our mother,
and tend her with wisdom and compassion.
May we make our earth an Eden, a paradise.
May no one wish to leave her.

May hate, violence, and warfare cease to clash in causes
too old and tired to name; religion, nationalism, racism,
the false god of gold, deep-rooted ethnic hatreds.
May these all disperse and wane, may we see each others’ true selves.
May we all dwell together in peace and joy and understanding.
Let us make a heaven here on earth, before it is too late.
Let us make this earth a heaven, for each others' sake.

[bookmark: _46ad4c2]Love Looks Different
[bookmark: _n4wvx790mx8x]Rev. Julie Taylor 
Full piece at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/love-looks-different 

Love looks different in the face of injustice.
It is then that
Love is resistant
Love is defiant
It is not backing down
It is staying in the streets
Love is holding each other and ourselves accountable…

[bookmark: _ivv5fvrnscts]Pastoral Prayer of Longing
[bookmark: _mn4s0cqryu47]Rev. Karen G. Johnston
Full piece at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/prayer/pastoral-prayer-longing  

Spirit of Life and Love, our hearts are overflowing with lamentation and longing.
Longing for a world with more hope and less despair…
Longing for a nation that acknowledges its injustices and works to make them right…

[bookmark: _ytsbn6759g2z]In These Times In Which The Ground Feels Shaky
[bookmark: _9xakpc5uun2s]Rev Joan Javier-Duval
[bookmark: _qlbli9zebkoc]
In these times in which the ground feels shaky
And our hands and feet unsteady
We turn to you 
Oh, Source of Strength, 
Spirit of Compassion
For we do not know what the future holds
Truly, we can never know
And we need strength in these times of uncertainty
We need the strength and the fortitude to hold on, 
to see clearly, 
to reach out in love.
May we find guidance within ourselves and beyond ourselves
May we be restless for truth when truth is cast aside,
May we be seekers of peace as the drumbeats of war grow louder around us,
May we hear and sound the alarm for our planet as fires rage and ravage,
And, in all this, may Love rule our hearts.
May we know the Source of Love within us and stay grounded in that source
As we grieve, 
as we grapple with the unknown, 
as we work towards creating a more just, peaceful, and sustainable present and future together.
So may it be. 
Amen.

Justice is Our Prayer 
Rev. Rebekah Savage

Spirit of Life, Eternal Mystery that holds us close, 
receive the meditations of our hearts this day. 
We come together in this quiet moment, 
to unify our hearts again towards the clarion call of our time:
May justice and equity guide us to greater connection, a greater truth. 
Our part is just as great: to approach dismantling systems of oppression within us in order for us all to be free. 
To know that when I cherish and tend to the divine spark within me, 
when I know in my bones that I am worthy of love and whole just as I am, 
That there is greater potential for mutual understanding and care. 
Love is not scarce, our ability to extend compassion and grace can be. 
I place my hand over my heart and know I can feel the Spirit of Life within me. 
(pause)
I invite you to place your hand over your heart and feel the Spirit of Life within you. 
(pause)
The Spirit of Life is divine within us, the Spirit of Life is here. 
This is the beginning of justice and equity when we go within, in order to be of service in our communities and our world. 
May it be so. 
Amen. 

[bookmark: _y56a9t5ciqvy]
[bookmark: _2bn6wsx][bookmark: _lm4ms0owngnk][bookmark: _6v51vz50fzs6][bookmark: _Toc107660426][bookmark: _hyzq3z5ks3ub]Stories for All Ages to Share with Your Family

A is for Activist by Innosanto Nagara
Explore all the ways that we work for justice in our world, according to the alphabet.
Book: HERE
Read-Aloud: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZK5Z03fVol0 (7:29 min)

Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodsen
[bookmark: _heading=h.fyuz7b41b9pu]This is a story about a missed opportunity for kindness and fairness. It inspires us to think in advance, so we might make kinder and fairer choices.
Book: HERE
Read Aloud: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0Q

Peaceful Fights for Equal Rights by Rob Sanders
[bookmark: _o0a2eyyic2ne]A primer for peaceful protest, resistance, and activism.
Book: HERE
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUeB_ocHMv8

Sometimes People March by Tessa Allen
[bookmark: _sjp86hxbojn]Sometimes people march to resist injustice, to stand in solidarity, or to inspire hope. Throughout American history, one thing remains true: no matter how or why people march, they are powerful because they march together.
Book: HERE
Read aloud by children: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcGCcTDjUqA

The Platinum Rule
[bookmark: _2u6wntf]We’ve all heard of the Golden Rule – to treat others as WE would like to be treated. However, as we are all different, we need to consider how other people would like to be treated. We all have different needs. Remembering that and acting accordingly is the foundation for equity.
Tellable Tale: https://www.inc.com/peter-economy/how-the-platinum-rule-trumps-the-golden-rule-every-time.html 

Mullah Nasruddin Feeds His Coat
From Tapestry of Faith, Moral Tales
In this story, Nasruddin, a philosopher, Sufi and wise man, teaches the village about judging others based on outward appearances.
Tellable Tale: A Mullah Nasruddin Wisdom tale 
Online story: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session6/123344.shtml

[bookmark: _19c6y18]Rosa by Nikki Giovanni, Illustrated by Bryan Collier
[bookmark: _111kx3o]Read about Rosa Parks to celebrate her birthday on Feb. 4th.
Book: HERE
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2dYS8aLNNA

Preaching to the Chickens: The Story of Young John Lewis
Read about John Lewis to celebrate his birthday on Feb. 21st.
Book: HERE
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTFpsQyRfGs
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