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 Creativity is our ability to dream things up 
and make them happen. 
— Peggy Taylor

	Monthly Theme Resources 
May 2023
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Calendar Connections: May 2023
	[bookmark: _wg4d24r7qvm][bookmark: _vkkztuukssfx]Month
	Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month

	
	Jewish American Heritage Month

	
	Mental Health Awareness Month

	May 1
	May Day/International Workers Day (more here)

	
	Beltane (Wiccan) (more here)

	May 5 
	Cinco de Mayo

	
	Anniversary of William Ellery Channing's Baltimore Sermon, "Unitarian Christianity" (1819)

	May 7
	World Laughter Day - First Sunday in May 

	May 12 
	UUA Founding Day (1961)

	May 14
	Mother's Day (US & Canada), second Sunday of May

	May 15 
	First HIV/AIDS death in North America (1969)

	May 17
	International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia

	May 17 
	Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

	May 18
	Ascension Day (Christian)

	May 19
	Agender Pride Day

	May 19 
	Birthday of Malcolm X (1925)

	May 22 
	Harvey Milk, gay rights activist, born (1930)

	May 24
	Pansexual and Panromantic Awareness and Visibility Day

	May 25
	Shavuot (Jewish, more here and here)

	May 25 
	Emerson's birthday (1803)

	May 25 
	American Unitarian Association founded (1825)

	May 28
	Pentecost (Christian, more here)

	May 29
	Memorial Day (US)

	May 29 
	Debut of “Rosie the Riveter” famous picture by Norman Rockwell, appears on the cover of Saturday Evening Post (1943)


[bookmark: _q2956gdhfqfo]Recommended Resources for Personal Exploration & Reflection


The Path of Vulnerability		12
Word Roots & Definitions

“Prior to the mid-19th century and the Darwinian revolution, the words “creative” and “creativity” were not used at all, and “creation” was associated with the divine. [But then] Darwin showed that nature could be creative, without appealing to a divine creator.” - source 

[bookmark: _eq30uuu706mi][bookmark: _2jxsxqh]Wise Words
[bookmark: _8fv6639y1auy][bookmark: _cenw68jliq78][bookmark: _p8n1zzuwqzzf][bookmark: _knae0msud274][bookmark: _6tzdkb67yi4a][bookmark: _qbbmzobc2tq1][bookmark: _1jpfonxrmqm3]
Normality is a paved road: It’s comfortable to walk, but no flowers grow on it.
[bookmark: _rkuolmkhfyoc]Vincent Van Gogh

All the arts we practice are apprenticeship. The big art is our life.
[bookmark: _4avxj2fq07fl]M.C. Richards
[bookmark: _x9v95a7u52qu]
Remember that you are an artist, regardless of how constantly the world will try to drive it out of you or how a "real job" will try to bury the part of you. Whether it's with food, or building robots, you will know your medium the instant you realize how in love you are with what it brings out of you.
Shane Koyczan

Every act of creation is first of all an act of destruction. 
[bookmark: _8t2vua9ew9h5]Pablo Picasso

The world is before you, and you need not take it, or leave it, as it was when you came in.
[bookmark: _kotlztpbw1sf]James Baldwin

The two terrors that discourage creativity and creative living are fear of public opinion and undue reverence for one’s own consistency.
[bookmark: _42me98rojj1b]Ralph Waldo Emerson

I invented this rule for myself to be applied to every decision I might have to make in the future. I would sort out all the arguments and see which belonged to fear and which to creativeness, and other things being equal, I would make the decision which had the larger number of creative reasons on its side. I think it must be a rule something like this that makes jonquils and crocuses come pushing through cold mud.
[bookmark: _zu0gcz]Katharine Butler Hathaway

The universe buries strange jewels deep within us all, and then stands back to see if we can find them. The hunt to uncover those jewels—that’s creative living. The courage to go on that hunt in the first place—that’s what separates a mundane existence from a more enchanted one.
Elizabeth Gilbert

The most regretful people on earth are those who felt the call to creative work, who felt their own creative power restive and uprising, and gave to it neither power nor time.
Mary Oliver 

Before there is a breakthrough, there has to be a block. It’s only after we stop searching that the answer might arrive.
Flash Rosenberg

We are ourselves creations. We are meant to continue creativity by being creative ourselves. This is the God-force extending itself through us. Creativity is God’s gift to us. Using creativity is our gift back to God.
Julia Cameron 

We design our world, while our world acts back on us and designs us.
[bookmark: _jgduoxmqgh1z]Anne-Marie Willis

Human salvation lies in the hands of the creatively maladjusted. 
[bookmark: _kzi7ne7hdv47]Martin Luther King, Jr.

The war of an artist with [their] society is a lover’s war, and [they] do, at [their] best, what lovers do, which is to reveal the beloved to [themselves] and, with that revelation, to make freedom real.
James Baldwin

All the prophets were artists. To organize like Ghandi did against the British empire – marching to the sea and so forth, filling jails – that is an art form. [As is] to organize the anger of groups of people.
Matthew Fox

We live at a time when humans believe themselves fabulously capable of creation, but they do not know what to create.
Jose Ortega Y Gasset

The world always seems brighter when you’ve just made something that wasn’t there before.
Neil Gaiman


Videos & Podcasts

[bookmark: _2i9npy3w7igk][bookmark: _9q6vumk2dky3][bookmark: _ublkqzriq6ro][bookmark: _7ywc5kbjt7hh][bookmark: _wqdgddt3p8ul][bookmark: _b8n0tqbnns8i][bookmark: _jwjgpiib4o7][bookmark: _tes6yttrkb9i]Life Lessons From An Artist: Commencement Speech by Neil Gaiman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikAb-NYkseI
Related article: https://www.themarginalian.org/2012/05/22/neil-gaiman-commencement-address/
[bookmark: _nxnealum5mf5]Related book: https://www.neilgaiman.com/works/Books/Art+Matters/ 

Where do you get your ideas from? - Neil Gaiman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-C48jAkVlI0 
Your Elusive Creative Genius - TED Talk
https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_gilbert_on_genius?referrer=playlist-where_do_ideas_come_from
Elizabeth Gilbert muses on the impossible things we expect from artists and geniuses -- and shares the radical idea that, instead of the rare person "being" a genius, all of us "have" a genius.

David Bowie’s advice to artists… and all of us!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNbnef_eXBM 

[bookmark: _wyof7jwpbf7w]The Surprising Habits of Original Thinkers - TED Talk
https://www.ted.com/talks/adam_grant_the_surprising_habits_of_original_thinkers 

[bookmark: _bg4gjbzf44ql]Can Art Amend History?
https://www.ted.com/talks/titus_kaphar_can_art_amend_history?language=en 
[bookmark: _kye324ak8qvg]
[bookmark: _ntinb2p88irq]5 Black Artists You Should Know
https://sparketh.com/black-history-month-5-artists-you-should-know/

[bookmark: _civzyv5h1hyb]Dwelling
A podcast exploring the creative rethinking going on right now about how we think of home.
https://audioboom.com/posts/8247070-welcome-to-dwelling 

[bookmark: _vqsvprquv4w8][bookmark: _epy6w1i8w7jh]On the Beauty of The Museum of Bad Art
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/podcast-the-museum-of-bad-art 
The MOBA’s website: https://museumofbadart.org/collections/ 

[bookmark: _2ymfhi3cp6w3]For The Fun of It…
Blob Opera, Paint with Music, 3D Pottery, and Making Your Own Street Art

Street art that transforms…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6XQ2GFow9g 

Creative Differences - Hidden Brain
https://hiddenbrain.org/podcast/creative-differences/ 
An exploration of the links between diversity, conflict, and creativity, built around the question, “What happens when we connect with people whose view of the world is very different from our own?”

[bookmark: _hxd6e2n47lxl]Maybe the most creative apartment you’ve ever seen.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYHE7UIVpTs 

[bookmark: _tivki1wnru7m]Maybe the most creative gym you’ve ever seen.
https://psyche.co/films/a-gym-built-of-soviet-era-scraps-is-a-creative-community-hub-in-kyiv-2019 
[bookmark: _pt3c55hmket0]
[bookmark: _waagu8mot55r]Maybe the most creative (and healing) dance you’ve ever seen.
[bookmark: _dz4ehb5r9vjh]https://vimeo.com/259539583?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=28010126 


Books
[bookmark: _idsaq0hifwqi]
Big Magic: Creative Living Beyond Fear
[bookmark: _11si5id]Elizabeth Gilbert

[bookmark: _2wnkd22ikxne]Inspired: Understanding Creativity: A Journey Through Art, Science, and the Soul 
Matt Richtel 

[bookmark: _2iq8gzs]Wreck This Journal 
Keri Smith

Affinities: On Art and Fascination
[bookmark: _4ndsd4jazk7b]Brian Dillon

Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow
[bookmark: _3ng11yffpwz0]Gabrielle Zevin






Music

[bookmark: _v6o5en50xay5]Two different playlists for each of our monthly themes: one in Spotify and another in YouTube. They are organized as journey of sorts, so consider listening from beginning to end and using the playlists as musical meditations. 

Click here for the Spotify playlist on Creativity.
[bookmark: _vyuxmplzy0m1][bookmark: _bls4upvufw7c][bookmark: _hn0u76d4zd9f][bookmark: _63ow44ubmqbg][bookmark: _kn5p9lezr9r][bookmark: _25b2l0r]Click here for the YouTube playlist on Creativity.

Contemporary Music
· Woyaya (one example https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fn2hGyHMIBI&t=22s )
· If I Had a Hammer - Peter, Paul, and Mary
· Vincent - Don McLean
· Rewrite - Paul Simon
· A Beginning Song - Decemberists
· Viva La Vida - Coldplay
· Embroidery - Casey Dienel
· Songs Out of Clay - Al Stewart
· Andy Warhol - David Bowie
· Paperback Writer - Beatles
· The Night Watch - King Crimson 

Music from UUA
· "To See a World" (GoogleDrive) (#398 in Singing the Living Tradition; words by William Blake, music traditional Norwegian, arranged by Edvard Grieg.) Video by the UU Virtual Singers of the Unitarian Church of Los Alamos, NM; Nylea Butler-Moore, Music Director; Rick Bolton, AV Engineer. 
· Please visit the Oneness of Everything playlist (YouTube), created by Paul Thompson (Music Director at the UU Church of the Palouse, Moscow ID), of multiple hymns from our UU hymnals. 
· "Blue Boat Home" (YouTube) (words by Peter Mayer; #1064 in Singing the Journey). Created by Paul Thompson (Music Director at the UU Church of the Palouse, Moscow ID
· "We Are" by Dr. Ysaÿe Barnwell (Vimeo), performed by Dr. Ysaÿe Barnwell and the UUA General Assembly 2020 virtual choir. Produced and directed by Benjie Messer. Video Editing and Motion Graphics by Izzy Hyman. Audio Editing by Sam Plattner. Photos by Clint McKoy, Christopher L. Walton, Paul Becker, Janine Gelsinger, and contributed by members of the choir. All audio and videos was captured by musicians in their own homes. 
· "My Life Flows On in Endless Song" (Vimeo) (#108 in Singing the Living Tradition; Quaker text paired with melody written by American Baptist minister Robert Wadsworth Lowry). Piano and melodica by Michael Frye-Hunt; vocals by Dorothy Frye-Hunt.
[bookmark: _fwr8ydgo6y1r]
From Sharon Scholl: 
· Creativity 
· Cry to Creation
· Beauty
· Mother/Daughter Duets for Mother's Day

[bookmark: _k2xz4imys3km]Extra, Extra!!! Read All About: Music to the Ears
[bookmark: _5xmbzvnw59ke]MUSIC to the Ears Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization serving in-school and out of school youth and young adults in Los Angeles County and surrounding communities. We use music education as a tool to help students discover their capacity for creativity, technological innovation and entrepreneurship. Our programs are designed to prepare students for creative and career pathways in the music, media and entertainment industry. Our mission is to inspire and impact future generations of creative entrepreneurs and content creators, while preparing them for creative, entrepreneurial and professional career pathways in music, media and entertainment. Regardless of age, gender, socio-economic status or geographic location, our blended learning platform allows us to reach a wide and diverse audience through on-site and online instruction

Movies & TV
	Get Back. The Beatles write and rehearse 14 new songs as they plan their first live show in more than two years; includes their unforgettable rooftop concert at London's Savile Row.
	[image: ]

	Tar. Led by the soaring melody of Cate Blanchett's note-perfect performance, Tár riffs brilliantly on the discordant side of fame-fueled power.
	[image: ]

	Amadeus. Amadeus' liberties with history may rankle some, but the creative marriage of Miloš Forman and Peter Shaffer yields a divinely diabolical myth of genius and mediocrity, buoyed by inspired casting and Mozart's rapturous music.
	[image: ]

	Maudie. Maudie is a remarkable and utterly unique film that I still can't believe someone actually made, but much like Maud's paintings, someone saw a quality in her story that they recognized as worthy of attention, admiration, and beauty.
	[image: ]

	Fight The Power: How Hip Hop Changed the World. A recent PBS documentary on Hip Hop. 
	[image: ]

	Cinema Paradiso. Cinema Paradiso is a life-affirming ode to the power of youth, nostalgia, and the movies themselves.
	[image: ]

	Tickling Giants. Tickling Giants tells the story of Dr. Bassem Youssef, the "Egyptian Jon Stewart", who decides to leave his job as a heart surgeon and become a late-night comedian. The movie is about how he finds creative, non-violent ways to protect free speech and fight a president who abuses his power. (http://www.ticklinggiants.com/about)
	[image: ]

	Exit Through the Gift Shop. An amusing, engrossing look at underground art, Exit Through the Gift Shop entertains as it deflates the myths and hype surrounding its subjects.
	[image: ]

	Good Night Oppy. There are more illuminating documentaries about space exploration, but that doesn't diminish Good Night Oppy's infectious awe of the cosmos.
	[image: ]


A brief description of the movie and images were downloaded from Rottentomatoes.com, except where otherwise noted.



Reflection Questions

Don’t treat these questions like “homework” or try to answer everyone. Instead, make time to meditate on the list and then pick the one question that speaks to you most. The goal is to figure out which question captures the call of your inner voice? Which one contains “your work”? And what is that question trying to get you to notice or acknowledge? 

Often it helps to read the list to a friend or loved one and ask them which question they think is the question you need to wrestle with!

1. Has creativity ever gotten you in trouble? 
2. Has creativity ever healed or saved you?
3. Were you a child that colored in the lines or outside of them? Does that childhood self still have a leading role in your life? 
4. Aren’t you hungry to color outside the lines? Hasn’t your life stayed safely “inside the lines” long enough?
5. Ralph Waldo Emerson said that two things prevent most of us from creative living: fear of public opinion and undue reverence for one’s own consistency. Might either of those be true of you?
6. If your life was a song or movie, which song or movie would you be?
7. Are you as “creatively maladjusted” as you imagined you would be?  
8. If you were told you could magically recreate one aspect of your life, what part would you pick?
9. Has anyone ever reacted to your creativity as a threat?
10. Could that restless or sour feeling in your gut be your unused creativity?  
11. Does your muse act more like a fairy offering you sweet gifts or a wasp trying to sting you into action?
12. Which artistic metaphor best describes what life feels like to you right now? a blank canvas? a 1000-piece puzzle? a detective novel? a garden? a writer’s block? a work in progress? Something else?
13. What’s your question? Your question may not be listed above. As always, if the above questions don't include what life is asking from you, spend the month listening to your days to find it. 
[bookmark: _Toc107660424]

Meditations, Prayers, & Blessings 
[An asterisk (*) marks permissioned for online use.] 

[bookmark: _l4v0bd1ma78j]Blessed are the Makers *
[bookmark: _j4q0q6aniyp7]Rev. Marcus Liefert
[bookmark: _seif0vs1rjgj]Permission Secured by Soul Matters

Oh you who are makers;
Makers of beauty,
Of paintings and pottery and sculpture,
Blessed is the making.
You who make with hands and hearts and minds,
Who make out of breath and bones and blood human lives,
Blessed are the makers.

Blessed are those who make us laugh,
Who make jokes and faces and toys.

Blessed are those who make messes,
Who make trouble and friends, and when needed, make up.

Blessed are those who make do,
Who make it last, make it work, make beds and make time for others.

Blessed are those who make love,
Who make out and make more and make mistakes.

Blessed are those who make coffee and tea,
Who make conversation, who make meaning in the face of tragedy; 
who make merriment and awaken joy.

Blessed are those who make peace 
For they shall inherit the earth.

Meditation on Planting *
David Snedden
Found at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/meditation-planting 
Permission Source
A celebration of spring and the creative forces giving earth life.

A Calm, Clear Place 
[bookmark: _s6au8kqwmxeq]Jezibell Anat
Found in Falling into the Sky, UUA worship resource & Soul Matters “Common Shelf” Book
[bookmark: _s17dpi7evw24][bookmark: _d75wza5z1638]Creation is Messy *
[bookmark: _f7r5uw9pann0]Rev. Laurel Mendes
[bookmark: _xscszzpcdq7u]Permission Secured by Soul Matters

Creation is messy,
Inconvenient,
And often uncooperative. 

Take a look at the cosmos. 

Go ahead, close your eyes and imagine the stars. 

When you do, forget the Franz Josef Haydn “spacious firmament” bit. His images are far too tidy. 

See the real mess the universe made of itself 14 BILLION years ago. 

All of creation is still trying to clean THAT up. 

It’s called the Big Bang,
Not the Grand Coalescence, 

For a reason. 

Mistakes were made (probably),
And incorporated into the whole anyway. 

And wonders never cease, here we still are muddling along 14 billion years after the fact. 

Now open your eyes and look around you. 
You are surrounded by the most astounding miraculous wonder of all: 
Each other, 
Community,
Life ongoing caring about life ongoing. 
So it is. 
So it shall be, because we do care

The Magic of an Empty Palm *
Rev. Theresa I. Soto
Found in Spilling the Light, UUA meditation manual & Soul Matters “Common Shelf” Book

Prayer of Co-Creation *
[bookmark: _41mghml]Rev. Lyn Cox 
Full piece at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/prayer/prayer-co-creation
Permission Source

Creative spirit, source of life and love…

Thank you for the good earth beneath us, around us, and within us. May we take 
this clay and co-create a new realm of justice and beauty.

Thank you for all these and more. We accept our gifts and commit to building, sculpting, 
painting, singing, and dancing them to life; to abundant life…

[bookmark: _a23crrawd6pz]
Meditation/Prayer For Beltane

[bookmark: _nmf14n]Beltane Garden
[bookmark: _37m2jsg]Linda Haggerstone
Full piece at ​​https://worshipwords.unitarian.org.uk/beltane-garden/ 

May morning sun blesses the day 
While I walk amongst the garden blooms 
Admiring the Mother's handiwork 
Woven on dear nature's loom… 

Meditation/Prayer For Flower Communion

[bookmark: _1mrcu09]Flower Communion *
[bookmark: _46r0co2]Lynn Ungar
Full piece at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/flower-communion
Permission Source

Who can be grim
in the face of such abundance?...
The voluptuous rhododendron
and the plain grass
are equally filled with themselves,
equally declare the miracles
of color and form…

Meditation/Prayer For Mother’s Day

[bookmark: _111kx3o]Prayer for All Who Mother *
[bookmark: _3l18frh]Rev. Victoria Weinstein
Full piece at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/5827.shtml
Permission Source

We reflect in thanksgiving this day for all those whose lives have nurtured ours…
We are grateful for all those who have mothered us 
Who have held us gently in times of sorrow
Who celebrated with us our triumphs -- no matter how small
Who noticed when we changed and grew…

[bookmark: _9j0ujqj2ncpm]Meditation/Prayer For Memorial Day

Memorial Day Prayer *
Rev. Barbara J Pescan
Full piece at https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/memorial-day-prayer
Permission Source

Spirit of Life…
Send peace for the soldiers who did not make the wars
but whose lives were consumed by them…
For the wounded ones, and those who received them back,
[bookmark: _206ipza]let there be someone ready when the memories come…








[bookmark: _9zkl7o7zdg9p]
[bookmark: _2bn6wsx][bookmark: _lm4ms0owngnk][bookmark: _6v51vz50fzs6][bookmark: _Toc107660426]


Stories For All Ages

[bookmark: _hyzq3z5ks3ub]The Book of Mistakes by Corinna Loyken. The ways in which mistakes can creatively blossom into inspiration.
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Book-Mistakes-Corinna-Luyken/dp/0735227926
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYmYJxlSx7U

[bookmark: _n22vhapv6s55]The Year We Learned to Fly by Jacqueline Woodson, Rafael López. Grandmother and others help us overcome hardships and imagine a better world.
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Year-We-Learned-Fly/dp/0399545530  
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRy3cK0EpOM

[bookmark: _npjc1s6n5qzg]Maybe Something Beautiful by F. Isabel Campoy, Theresa Howell, Rafael López. A muralist brings color, joy, and hope to a neighborhood. It is based on the true story of the Urban Art Trail in San Diego, California.   
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Maybe-Something-Beautiful-Transformed-Neighborhood/dp/0544357698  
Read Aloud: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hy4qegcpKn8
[bookmark: _qq3um8g7b007]
[bookmark: _ssmvebt7nbhm]Ada’s Violin by Susan Hood (Author), Sally Wern Comport (Illustrator). A true tale of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay, an orchestra made up of children playing instruments built from recycled trash. 
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Adas-Violin-Recycled-Orchestra-Paraguay/dp/1481430955/ref=sr_1_1? 
Video in Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IitsLCufVAo&t=0s
Video in English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiggneSLQuo

[bookmark: _8aicy6k6qyls]Your Name is a Song by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow and Luisa Uribe. Treating our name as if it were a song, so everyone can pronounce it and celebrate it. 
Book:  https://www.amazon.com/Your-Name-Song-Jamilah-Thompkins-Bigelow/dp/B07W4XJ184
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RETE1eKpUpw

[bookmark: _gvhbyjb6x3c8][bookmark: _mvhgizxdkn]Be a Maker by Katey Howes. A story that centers a child of color on her journey to learn about the many things we make―and the ways we can make a difference in the world.
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Be-Maker-Katey-Howes/dp/1512498025/ 
Read Aloud: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCuCY5eczBw 

[bookmark: _3zf0i3491zl3]Shaped By Her Hands: Potter Maria Martinez by Anna Harber Freeman & Barbara Gonzales. She grew up to discover a new firing technique that turned her pots black and shiny, and made them―and Maria―famous. 
Book:  https://www.amazon.com/Shaped-Her-Hands-Martinez-History/dp/0807575992
[bookmark: _7r987otngyvw]Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zDaxzLwlbQ

We Can: Portraits of Power by Tyler Gordon 14-year-old Tyler Gordon has a creative artistic gift. Check out his world!
Book: https://www.amazon.com/We-Can-Portraits-Tyler-Gordon/dp/0374389667  
Video of BEYOND THE SCREEN with 14-year-old painter & activist Tyler Gordon: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcadSXIM4qs (10:34)
Tyler’s Website and story: https://tylergordonworld.com/about/
The Sound That Jazz Makes by Carole Boston Weatherford, Eric Velasquez. Explore the ways that music comes from grief and also is a celebration of creativity and freedom. About jazz and how it started in Africa and the experience of slavery, then transformed into something original and unique. 
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Sound-that-Jazz-Makes/dp/0761457321 
Video (no words): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXzg4ZPe8EY
You might try reading the words in the book and playing this video with the music together.

[bookmark: _ypia3dugk4tl]To Make by Danielle Davis (Author), Mags DeRoma (Illustrator) An ode to the joys of the creative process and the spirit of collaboration.
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Make-Danielle-Davis/dp/0063084066
Stop Motion Video inspired by the book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=124m6_1VoX8
(Note: there is no read aloud of the book available currently.)

[bookmark: _htl3dnbox9f2]My Rainy Day Rocket Ship by Markette Sheppard, Charly Palmer A stormy afternoon is no match for this dreamer, who uses everyday household items to whip up a trip around the universe.
Book: https://www.amazon.com/My-Rainy-Day-Rocket-Ship/dp/1534461779  
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYIaiOmIVAU

[bookmark: _5hqhxjxfm8o7]The Big Orange Splot, by Daniel Manus Pinkwater When Mr. Plumbeans' house is splashed with bright orange paint, he decides a multi-colored house would be a nice change. A favorite story of creativity and expression. Project the various styles of houses.
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Big-Orange-Splot-Manus-Pinkwater/dp/0590445103
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpkNJTJBSPI

[bookmark: _1v1yuxt]The Starry Night by Neil Waldman An African American boy who meets a mysterious stranger is inspired to create. “Neil Waldman's special book, featuring stunning Van Gogh-inspired paintings of Manhattan, speaks to that part of a child that knows no limits—the imagination.” - Amazon. 
Book: https://www.amazon.com/Starry-Night-Neil-Waldman/dp/1590787803/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518630137&sr=1-4&keywords=The+Starry+night

[bookmark: _2u6wntf]Before John was a Jazz Giant; A Song of John Coltrane, by Carole Boston Weatherford
https://www.amazon.com/Before-John-Was-Jazz-Giant/dp/0805079947/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518791969&sr=1-1&keywords=before+john+was+a+jazz+giant+a+song+of+john+coltrane
“Young John Coltrane was all ears. And there was a lot to hear growing up in the South in the 1930s: preachers praying, music on the radio, the bustling of the household. These vivid noises shaped John's own sound as a musician. ...Before John Was a Jazz Giant is a 2009 Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Book and a 2009 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.” - Amazon. Reflect on improvisation and play “My Favorite Things” by John Coltrane. The essence of jazz is creativity and improvisation. A jazz theme is suggested for Memorial Day in this packet. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWG2dsXV5HI&list=PL23A11132CD8400CD&index=9
(The entire piece is 13 minutes, so fade out at 2:00)
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